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One year after being elected as President of Cooperatives 
Europe, I am more than ever convinced that we, 
representatives of cooperatives enterprises, are the 
key contributors to a harmonious and strong European 
Region. The context is not easy, we all know that. The 
European economy is still groping for an economic and 
social balance, while strong uncertainties are evident 
at the global level: we are aware of challenges such 
as migration, instability and the fact of EU itself being 
questioned.

But our cooperative values give me strength to act on 
your behalf, keeping in mind the interest of everyone and 
trying to involve the youngest since they are the future.

With national and European sectoral organisations we 
are very diverse. We have to use this diversity to join 
forces behind a common goal, implementing what should 
be our motto: ‘united in diversity.’ This year we put the 
basis to building a stronger bridge between us while 
developing and addressing the many issues important 
to cooperatives across Europe. Even when embedded in 
local or regional territories, our enterprises continue to 
demonstrate that they can successfully face tremendous 
challenges. 

Our achievements this year will be detailed in the report, 
but let me highlight our reflection paper ‘A Cooperative 
Future for Europe.’ It not only opened the door to high-
level meetings, but it is also anticipating the upcoming 
European elections in 2019 and improving our political 
visibility. The launch of the Working Group on Gender 
Issue demonstrates that we take the problems our society 
faces seriously. Indeed, the society is changing, yet we 
can drive these changes as we proved through our strong 
involvement in the collaborative economy. Our advocacy 
actions on European regulation should also enable our 
enterprises to achieve a necessary level playing field 
among other social economy enterprises.

Our actions are not limited to our region. As Vice-
President of the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) 

PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD
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and with my fellow European board members of the ICA, 
we are active in the development of the international 
cooperative movement. We initiated a resolution voted 
at the international level that will pave the way for the 
next strategy of the ICA. We are working together on 
the partnership on international development signed with 
the European Commission (#coops4dev ) and are all 
involved in the implementation of the SDG’s. 

With this reflection I thank our members for their support, 
the Board members of Cooperatives Europe for their 
commitment and the team for its motivation. I look 
forward to our future cooperative achievements.

Cooperatively,

Jean-Louis Bancel 
President
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In the name of the team, I am very pleased to introduce 
to you what we achieved during 2017-2018.
 
The last year marked a higher participation of our members 
and their networks in our activities. Some achievements 
presented in the report were not only possible thanks 
to a dedicated and motivated team, but because of the 
cooperative contribution of each organisation.

Thanks to the support received, we were able to release 
the reflection paper titled ‘A Cooperative Future for 
Europe’ to unlock the potential for a wider cooperative 
economy across Europe. It was the outcome of our specific 
Reflection Group that opened the door to the meeting 
with the Vice-President of the European Commission Jyrki 
Katainen.
 
We drafted and published a cooperative vision paper on 
the collaborative economy. This work has raised a big 
interest, allowed us to build up real action and reach 
new innovative initiatives that introduce the cooperative 
principles in new spheres. Collaborative economy has 
also been a major axis of our work with the Young 
European Cooperators Network (YECN), that is developing 
with our support.
 
It is also with and for the members that we promoted 
and supported actions on social economy, as well as 
launched our work on the Gender Issue with a specific 
working group. Member input furthered our work on 
entrepreneurship, achieving mentions of cooperatives within 
the European SME Action Programme presented during the 
Competitiveness Council in December. Our coordinated 
actions with cooperative sectors also proved to be 
strong, namely during European Parliament’s discussions 
regarding Common Corporate Tax Base (CCTB).
 
As part of the ICA, we reinforce the international movement 
as well as benefit from the international dimension. This 
is particularly obvious through the partnership with the 
European Commission on international development, which 
goes beyond pure development activities.

DIRECTOR’S INTRODUCTION
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 And finally, we developed new campaigns and initiatives 
through communications such as the #MyCoopStory 
competition, awarding young inspiring cooperators across 
Europe. 

We are people based enterprises, and we proved it. 
The ‘#CloserEurope with #coops’ social media campaign 
reached over 750,000 citizens: which other business 
organisation can do that?
 
Finally, I would like to thank all those who contributed to 
this year’s activities, and particularly a team that I am 
very proud to have under my responsibility.
 
Enjoy the read,

Agnès Mathis
Director
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DEVELOPED A COOPERATIVE VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF 
EUROPE 

A new topic emerged in 2017 on the Future of Europe, in 
response to which Cooperatives Europe with its members 
developed and released a reflection paper titled ‘A 
Cooperative Future for Europe.’ With this paper, national 
organisations and European sectoral organisations 
presented recommendations to unlock the potential for a 
wider cooperative economy across Europe and promote 
the ability of cooperatives to offer solutions to European 
challenges. 

The paper was promoted through a social media 
campaign that supported the request of the Presidency 
of Cooperatives Europe to meet with Jyrki Katainen, the 
European Commission’s Vice President for Jobs, Growth, 
Investment and Competitiveness in February 2018. This 
meeting was an opportunity to discuss topics that are 
of interest for cooperatives, in particular entrepreneurship 
and the collaborative economy among other matters. 

PROMOTED COOPERATIVE AND SOCIAL ECONOMY 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

Cooperatives Europe has been active in the events that 
shaped the discussions on the social economy within the 
European Institutions, including in the Commission’s internal 
task force on the topic. At the European Parliament, 
Cooperatives Europe regularly participated to the Social 
Economy Intergroup meetings, addressing topics such as 
EU tax policies within the social economy sector. We also 
ensured the representation of cooperative enterprises at 
events such as the 2nd European Forum on Social and 
Solidarity Economy, organised by the GUE/NGL (political 
group within the European Parliament), during which we led 
thematic workshops on business transfers (in collaboration 
with CECOP) and youth entrepreneurship (in collaboration 
with YECN). Cooperatives Europe also contributed as a 
speaker to the side-event of the Social Summit for Fair 
Jobs and Growth to put forward cooperatives’ specificities.

ADVOCATING FOR A COOPERATIVE 
EUROPE
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ACHIEVED FAVOURABLE EU REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  

Cooperatives Europe mainly concentrates on technical 
topics related to taxation, in particular the Common 
Corporate Consolidated Base package (CCCTB) focusing 
on taxation of companies. Thanks to the advocacy work 
with members Cogeca and Confcooperative, Cooperatives 
Europe was able to amend the initial proposals that did 
not consider the specific features of cooperatives, leading 
to the the adoption of the Common Corporate Tax Base 
(CCTB) report by the European Parliament which now 
treats cooperatives favourably.  Taxation is also tackled 
in our Cooperative Audit Working Group coordinated with 
CoopFR, set up in the framework of the European Union 
Coordination Committee (EUCC).

Cooperatives Europe is working on the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF)-post 2020 by putting forward 
cooperative priorities, which have notably been discussed 
during the meeting with Vice-President Katainen to 
ensure a cooperative-friendly budgetary planning for the 
European Union. As part of the regulatory framework, 
Cooperatives Europe also monitors and responds to 
public consultations of interest to our members, such 
as the recent contribution on evaluation of COSME – the 
financing programme of SMEs in Europe. 

POSITIONED COOPERATIVES AS KEY ACTORS IN EDUCATION 
ON SDGS 

Cooperatives Europe partnered with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) training certificate aiming to 
educate young leaders on SDGs. President Jean-Louis Bancel 
participated to the high-level launch of the training certificate, 
which is led by Sciences Po University in Paris and includes 
seven prestigious universities worldwide, as well as to the 
SDG Leadership Seminar, positioning Cooperatives Europe as 
a key actor within the academic and private sector world, 
reaching young students and future entrepreneurs.
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PRESERVED THE COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES AT NATIONAL 
LEVEL 

One of Cooperatives Europe’s tasks is to support 
the development of appropriate legal frameworks for 
cooperative enterprises in the different European countries. 
For instance, we supported the Polish cooperative 
movement in its action to preserve a governance based 
on cooperative principles for the cooperative housing 
sector. Cooperatives Europe also supported a member in 
Bulgaria in discussions with the Bulgarian Ministry on a 
new Law on social economy and social enterprises.
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STRENGTHENED THE COOPERATIVE PERSPECTIVE IN SME 
POLICIES

SME and entrepreneurship policies were addressed 
through various expert groups, including the SME Envoy 
meetings which enabled Cooperatives Europe to share and 
develop the cooperative position regarding the initiatives 
of the European Commission. Cooperatives Europe was 
particularly successful in introducing a cooperative 
approach within the SME Action Plan presented during 
the Competitiveness Council in November within several 
paragraphs, mainly on entrepreneurship, education and 
business transfers. 

OUTLINED THE COOPERATIVE VISION FOR COLLABORATIVE 
ECONOMY IN EUROPE 

Based on preparatory actions in 2016, Cooperatives 
Europe was able to build strong advocacy actions 
towards EU policy-makers in 2017. We contributed to 
the European Parliament’s consultation on A European 
Agenda for the Collaborative economy, which led to the 
acknowledgment of ‘a growing interest in the collaborative 
economy based on cooperative business models.’ Thanks 
to our partnering with LAMA cooperative, a first vision 
paper, titled ‘A Cooperative Vision for the Collaborative 
Economy’ was released, presenting cooperatives as 
key actors in achieving a sustainable and community-
driven collaborative economy and putting forward 
recommendations aimed at the European Institutions. 

A video titled ‘Collaborative economy...what is it?’ was 
released in collaboration with Possum cooperative to 
generate more awareness among citizens about the 
potential, challenges and cooperative opportunities in the 
collaborative economy.

These works were presented during an event held in 
November 2017 at the European Parliament with the 
support of MEP Nicola Danti, aimed at debating the 
strategic future direction of the collaborative economy as 

PROMOTING COOPERATIVE 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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well as the possibilities it presents to cooperatives. The 
event received high interest, and involved Members 
of the European Parliament, representatives of the 
European Commission, academics, European cooperative 
representatives as well as entrepreneurs. 

INVOLVED EUROPEAN YOUTH ORGANISATIONS IN ADVANCING 
COOPERATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Cooperatives Europe successfully led an Erasmus + 
project application, and obtained a grant to implement 
a 3-year project titled ‘CoopStarter 2.0,’ ending 
in May 2020. The project is aimed at experimenting 
European strategic partnerships between cooperatives 
and youth organisations and includes a number of 
activities, such as: improvement and promotion of www.
starter.coop website; production of European pedagogical 
material for mentors and entrepreneurs; setting up of a 
Knowledge Base, indexing and referencing pedagogical 
material for cooperative mentors; experimentation, through 
training of mentors and training of entrepreneurs; and 
producing a policy paper on youth work and cooperative 
entrepreneurship.  

PROMOTED BUSINESS TRANSFERS INTO COOPERATIVES 
ACROSS EUROPE 

TransfertoCOOPS, the project co-financed by the European 
Commission which promotes the practice of transferring 
healthy businesses into worker-owned cooperatives, 
came to an end in September after 18 months of 
implementation. Cooperatives Europe held successful 
conferences within several EU countries to promote the 
practice to stakeholders and ensured visibility through www.
TransfertoCOOPS.eu website as well as flyers. Together 
with the project leader CG Scop, a final pan-European 
conference was organised in Brussels to present project 
outcomes and achievements, explore specific country 
experiences and hosted a debate between relevant 
stakeholders on the practices and opportunities in the 
current economic context. 
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PROMOTED DEVELOPMENT OF CARE COOPERATIVES 

December 2017 marked the end of the iCareCoops project, 
aimed at promoting and supporting the development of 
care cooperatives in Europe. In the framework of this 
project, Cooperatives Europe released a baseline European 
research on care cooperatives, as well as a guidebook 
to support the creation of innovative older people’s 
care cooperatives. Those outputs were presented at the 
two-day event held in Brussels in December, which saw 
European stakeholders explore the landscape of care and 
cooperatives, as well as experiment with the innovative IT 
solution produced during the iCareCoops project. 

Cooperatives Europe also attended the 2017 AAL Forum in 
Portugal to present the project, and to highlight the 
potential of cooperatives to mobilise local communities, 
and improve and provide quality care through IT solutions. 
 

INITIATED NEW ACTIONS TOWARDS GENDER EQUALITY

Cooperatives Europe launched a new Working Group on 
Gender Issue. The first meeting took place in February in 
Brussels gathering 15 participants. As a result, the group 
has launched a survey on gender balance in European 
cooperatives and has begun its visibility actions vis-à-vis 
the EU through a meeting with Ulla Engelmann - European 
Commission’s Head of Unit of Clusters, Entrepreneurship 
and Social Economy – to discuss the integration of 
cooperatives within WEgate – the European gateway for 
women’s entrepreneurship. 
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ADVANCING YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN 
COOPERATIVES

ENGAGED YOUNG COOPERATORS IN EUROPEAN ACTIONS

Cooperatives Europe provided organisational, political and 
communication support to the Young European Cooperators 
Network (YECN), in accordance with an annual work plan 
co-designed and approved by both actors in 2017. One 
YECN representative was invited to participate in our Board 
and General Assembly meetings. Youth meetings were 
held during large-scale European cooperative gatherings 
in Malta, Paris and Bologna. 

The network was engaged in a transversal way through our 
actions related to entrepreneurship: YECN representatives 
participated in our working group on collaborative economy; 
partnered with Cooperatives Europe in the CoopStarter 2.0 
project; co-organised the #MyCoopStory competition; and 
saw three YECN representatives speak at the European 
Forum on Social and Solidarity Economy in November 
2017. 

FOSTERED THE CREATION OF NEW NATIONAL YOUTH 
NETWORKS

An important step was taken to encourage the setting 
up of new national youth networks by establishing a 
task force, which will provide Cooperatives Europe’s 
members with advice and sharing of experience to aid the 
process. The group involves 8 young cooperators from 6 
European countries and it begun its activities in Brussels 
in November 2017 by determining its action plan and 
priorities for 2018, which are already being implemented. 

CONSOLIDATED YOUTH WORKFLOWS ON AN INTERNATIONAL 
LEVEL
 
One YECN coordinator was elected as the chair of the 
International Co-operative Alliance’s Youth Network at the 
2017 Cooperative Conference in Malaysia, leading to the 
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strengthening of the links between both platforms. Regular 
exchanges of information and expertise are conducted, 
enabling regional networks to learn from each other and 
initiate transnational projects. 
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ADVANCED COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GLOBALLY 
THROUGH ICA-EU PARTNERSHIP 

The ICA-EU partnership (coops4dev ), which supports 
the cooperative model in international development, has 
celebrated the completion of its 2nd year during a global 
review meeting of all regional offices in February, hosted 
by ICA Asia-Pacific.

Some of the outcomes of the partnership include 
the high-level Policy Conference of the ICA held in 
Malaysia, and a new publication ‘A matter of principle: 
cooperatives in development,’ that showcases success 
stories of cooperative development. Moreover, as part of 
the partnership, a mapping of new statistical data has 
commenced in early 2018, where figures from members 
from all regions will showcase the diversity of the global 
cooperative movement. 

ACHIEVED RECOGNITION OF COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 
IN EU POLICY

The past year saw significant recognitions of cooperatives 
as key international development actors at EU level. 
Thanks to the strong advocacy actions by Cooperatives 
Europe and its members, the new Consensus on 
Development adopted by the European Union contains 
three distinct mentions of cooperatives as key actors in 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The Consensus 
on Development provides the framework for a common 
approach to EU development policy and programmes that 
will be applied by the EU Institutions and the Member 
States.  

Following our contribution to consultations, cooperatives 
and their impact on the growth of local communities and 
local private sector initiatives were also highlighted in 
the External European Investment Plan, which currently 
recognises cooperatives as eligible actors within this new 
financial instrument. 

LEADING INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
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Ensuring a positive inclusion of cooperatives to EU’s and 
global development policies and programs, Cooperatives 
Europe has been coordinating the efforts of the ICA 
offices within the EU Policy Forum on Development 
(PFD), gathering civil society organisations (CSOs), local 
authorities (LAs) and European Institutions around EU 
and global development policies and programs. This 
year, Cooperatives Europe’s members were engaged in 
discussions on the External Investment Plan, the Consensus 
on Development and other development policies during 
the 1st European Regional PFD. 

Working further on the strengthening of the relations 
with the EU External Action, a bilateral meeting took 
place in early 2018 to promote the opportunities of the 
cooperative model concerning youth employment to the 
EU Delegation representatives at their annual meeting 
in Brussels. 

Finally, the activities and the impact of the CEDP were 
introduced through a dedicated stand at the European 
Development Days, showcasing CEDP partner projects 
from Bolivia and Cameroon.

STRENGTHENED THE WORK AND VISIBILITY OF EUROPEAN 
COOPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS IN DEVELOPMENT 

The Cooperatives Europe Development Platform 
(CEDP), which gathers members active in international 
development, held two meetings to actively contribute to 
the #coops4dev  programme for Cooperatives Europe. 
In November 2017, the report ‘Good practices in international 
cooperative development’ was published, alongside its 
recap brochure, analysing the methodologies used by 
CEDP organisations to conduct international cooperative 
development work - so as to increase synergies between 
members and showcase to external actors the advantages 
of cooperative approaches in development.
The CEDP co-prepared the first meeting of the International 
Cooperative Development Platform (ICDP), largely inspired 
by the CEDP experience and being the new thematic 
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Committee of the ICA. Main outcome is a concrete 
action plan to support and join forces of Cooperative 
Development Organisations (CDOs) around the globe. 

BUILT NEW PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER DEVELOPMENT 
ACTORS 

Cooperatives Europe has continued to partner with key 
international development actors. Such collaborations 
were strengthened at the DG DEVCO led high-level 
Partnership Forum, achieving a constructive dialogue with 
EU Institutions on cooperatives as vehicles for youth 
employment and a seminar with the World Fair Trade 
Organisation. Valuing partnerships, Cooperatives Europe 
also co-authored a chapter on the role of the private 
sector in development with Concord, the European 
federation for development NGOs highlighting that that 
the private sector is far from being a ‘one-size fits all’ 
model.  
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ENSURED INTERACTION AND REFRESHED THE SUPPORT 
FOR COOPERATIVES 

The past year saw continued interaction with members, 
Institutions and the general public to increase our visibility 
and promote the cooperative model. 

Information exchange between Cooperatives Europe and 
its members was ensured on a monthly basis through 
the internal newsletter, while support was provided for 
specific advocacy actions, EU projects, publications and 
to the Young European Cooperators Network (YECN).  

Videos took centre-stage online: ‘What do you know 
about cooperatives?’ surveyed the general public on their 
knowledge of cooperatives with the participation of MEPs 
Maria Joao Rodrigues and Isabella Adinolfi; the 2017 
General Assembly and interviews with members were 
shared with the general public through Facebook Live; and 
collaborations with members resulted in new informative 
videos on the collaborative economy, business transfers 
into cooperatives and international development. 

Inspiring young cooperators and their ideas were discovered 
through the new #MyCoopStory video competition thanks 
to our social media campaign. The two editions focused 
on the collaborative economy and gender equality with 
the winners travelling to France and Denmark to meet 
with our members. 

The ‘#CloserEurope with #coops’ campaign rallied 
members behind the support of a cooperative Future of 
Europe, reaching 760,000 people online and supporting 
the request for a meeting with the European Commission 
which took place in February 2018.

Finally, Cooperatives Europe raised the visibility of the 
ICA-EU partnership which experienced a great outreach 
through its hashtag #coops4dev . A refreshed link in 
communications was also established between the ICA, 
its regions and sectors. 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNICATIONS
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#MyCoopStory

Discovery of new 
inspiring young 

cooperators in EU
2 editions
5 winners

Winners travelled to 
France and Denmark

1. President 
Jean-Louis Bancel 
with #MyCoopStory 
winners

#CloserEurope with 
#coops

European call for 
a more cooperative 

Europe
760,000 people reached

Supporters from over 
110 cities

2016

6300

2700

470

2017

7900

3700

663

Followers Top hashtags

#coops
#coops4dev
#CoopsEU17
#CloserEurope
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1. Collaborative 
economy: 
what is it? 

2. Have you 
heard about 
cooperatives? 

3. TransfertoCOOPS 
today!

4. Welcome to 
the European 
Development Days!

Top videos

Scan the codes and 
watch the videos 

4

1 2

3
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Publications

4

1 2

3

1. A cooperative vision 
for the collaborative 
economy

2. Good practices in 
international cooperative 
development

3. Care cooperative 
foundation guide

4.  Transferring a 
business into a 
worker cooperative



28 3



29



30

Governance meetings are the essential link between 
the members and the secretariat. The new governance 
bodies breathed new dynamism translated in a stronger 
involvement and participation of Board members. Four 
Board meetings were organised as well as several 
Presidency meetings hosted by Midcounties UK, CoopFR 
and Alleanza delle Cooperative Italiane. 

Cooperatives Europe is fully involved in the governance 
of the ICA. The director participated to 3 board meetings 
as well as regional director staff meetings chaired by the 
ICA’s General Director. 
 
On advocacy, regarding the European Union, the European 
Union Coordination Committee (EUCC) met four times to 
implement the working programme adopted and to share 
key priorities among its members. It is an important 
opportunity to coordinate and exchange on transectoral 
topics impacting cooperatives.

GOVERNANCE
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Cooperatives Europe’s financial year ended with a profit 
of €97,537.33, which compensates for last year’s financial 
challenges. The total income for the year was €893,658, 
whereas the total expenses amounted to €796,121. 

Incomes are mainly derived from membership fees, 
donations as well as member and EU projects. Expenses 
are either fixed costs, such as personnel and office 
rental fees, or variable costs, such as travel, project 
expenses, external services, IT materials or costs linked 
to statutory meetings. 

Cooperatives Europe’s auditors, BDO DSFA, have delivered 
a clean opinion on 2017 accounts, as did the internal 
European Audit & Control Committee (EACC), composed 
of two financial experts from Sweden and Belgium. A 
full report of BDO DFSA and the EACC is available along 
with the complete and detailed Financial Statements 
2017 report in a separate document for the members of 
Cooperatives Europe. 

ACCOUNTS
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40,92 %

2,47 %

4,68 %

51,93 %

3,90 %

20,95 %

Other

Donations

Project income

Membership fees

Income
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51,93 %

15

Personnel

Travel permises & it

Meeting & other

Project expanses

External services

3,90 %

20,95 %

15,37 %

56,33 %

Expenditure

3,45 %
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The voice of cooperative enterprises in Europe

@coopseurope

coopseurope

Cooperatives Europe

Rue du Trône 4, 1000, Bruxelles
www.coopseurope.coop

t. (+32) 2 213 00 80
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