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A year of cooperation

‘The future cannot be predicted, but it 
is shaped’ said the philosopher Maurice 
Blondel. 
This describes the activities of 
Cooperatives Europe over the past year. 
We certainly consolidated our actions, 
from advancing our efforts in linking the 
youth to cooperative entrepreneurship, to 
creating new synergies to further actions 
on gender equality.

We prepared to build up a more cooperative 
Europe with members - from planning our 
three-year working programme for the 
coming years to dedicating a campaign 
raising the cooperative voice during the 
elections of the European Parliament and 
the new Commission. Our vision for the 
Future of Europe will act as a guideline to 
allow our enterprises to act as important 

actors for a stronger Europe responding 
to citizen’s needs. It is thus through our 
common work with our members, staff 
and allies that we will reinforce the global 
cooperative movement and build a better 
future for all. 

Jean-Louis Bancel, President
Agnes Mathis, Director
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The voice of cooperative 
enterprises in Europe



The 2019 European elections presented an 
opportunity for the cooperative movement 
to put forward a political vision of a people-
centred Europe, inclusive communities and 
democratic action. Cooperatives share the 
same values of the European Union and 

is why Cooperatives Europe called citizens, 
candidate MEPs and allies to share their 
experiences through #CoopsInspireChange 
hashtag on social media. The campaign 
produced a dedicated election website 
(elections.coopseurope.coop) with voting 
information, showcased candidate MEPs 
and allowed members and supporters to 
join the campaign by using the extensive 
resources developed. We also partnered with 
the European Parliament for their campaign 
#ThisTimeImVoting. 

MEP network of #CoopSupporters

A renewed network of candidate MEPs 
–  #CoopSupporters – was formed to 
ensure a strengthened cooperative voice 
in the European Parliament. Through 
this action candidate MEPs gained 
visibility by expressing their support to 
cooperatives through Cooperatives Europe’s 
communication channels during the electoral 
period. They are now actively informed of 
all the latest developments concerning 
cooperatives at the EU level and are involved 
in promoting people-centred businesses at 
relevant events and actions.

Building up a 
people-centred Europe

bridge the social and economic gap in the 
Union, making them important partners 
for constructing a Future of Europe that 
responds to the needs of the European 
citizens. 

Cooperative recommendations to policy-
makers

A strategy paper “Cooperative future for 
Europe: will you be part of it?” presented 
the contribution of cooperatives at the 
European level as well as the key priorities of 
Cooperatives Europe with recommendations 
for action over the next years. The paper 
called for a permanent and constructive 
dialogue with the European institutions, as 
Cooperatives Europe hopes for strengthened 
support to the cooperative movement by the 
new European Parliament.

#CoopsInspireChange – a European 
movement

Cooperatives and their values inspire change 
in the lives of the citizens, communities 
and the way we imagine our future, which 
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Cooperatives Europe is working to increase 
the knowledge and recognition of the 
cooperative business model among the 
European institutions. We advocate for 
a real recognition of cooperatives in the 
design of entrepreneurial policies at 
the EU level. Through advocacy actions 
we help develop ‘cooperative-friendly’ 
entrepreneurial policies, thus supporting 
cooperative development as any other 
SMEs or large enterprises. 

Entrepreneurship

Key actions

• Demonstrated the cooperative difference and its added value for the EU Single Market 
at the European Institutions and during SME related events. 

• Voiced the cooperative approach in public consultations for the European Commission 
on topics such as entrepreneurship, regulation and finance.  

• Published an interview with Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska, responsible for Internal 
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, who stressed the important contribution of 
cooperatives to European entrepreneurial policies & initiatives. 

Key events

• European entrepreneurship week – SME Assembly gathered to discuss start-ups in 
Europe. CoopStarter 2.0 project was introduced to participants as a successful example.

• The role of cooperatives as cultural and creative enterprises as drivers for sustainable 
growth and development – hosted by Alleanza delle Cooperative Italiane in Matera, 
European Capital of Culture 2019.
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”Cooperatives can be seen as a business 
model contributing to social, economic 
and environmental sustainability. That is 
why cooperatives need to be promoted as 
they offer an entrepreneurial mind-set that 
goes well beyond simple job creation.” 

Commissioner, Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
and SMEs,  - interview with Cooperatives Europe

Elżbieta Bieńkowska



Involvement in key networks and expert 
groups

SME Envoy

The network of SME envoys is chaired by the 
European Commission and is composed of 
national SME envoys (nominated by each 
EU Member State) and SME representatives, 
including Cooperatives Europe. Such 
network allows to better identify SME’s 
interests and needs at an early stage and 
better take into account their concerns to 
have more SME-friendly legislative initiatives 
and programmes in all EU countries. 

SBA follow-up meetings

This informal group, chaired by the Head 
of Unit of Entrepreneurship & SMEs 
at the European Commission, allows 
representatives of the European Commission 
to meet with SME representatives, including 
Cooperatives Europe, to discuss EU policy 
initiatives that can potentially impact the 
business development of SMEs (including 
cooperatives) at the EU level.

3.1 Advancing cooperative 
entrepreneurship: 

Education and training

By supporting the development of 
cooperative enterprises across Europe, our 
efforts focus on the growth of cooperative 
entrepreneurial culture among youth and its 
recognition in higher education institutions. 
Collaboration with members, universities, 
youth organisations and cooperative 
enterprises comes together under European 
projects co-funded by the Erasmus+ 
Programme, allowing the European 
cooperative movement to bring cooperative 
entrepreneurship into the mainstream with 
future generations. 

CoopStarter 2.0  - A network of cooperative 
mentors and ambassadors

CoopStarter 2.0 aims to mobilise the youth 
around cooperative entrepreneurship 
by bridging the knowledge and tool 

gap between youth organisations and 
cooperative associations through 
mentorship. Cooperative and youth 
organisation mentors are now using 
guides and toolkits developed to train 
selected young ambassadors in different 
European countries. This will allow young 
ambassadors to promote cooperative 
entrepreneurship in their area through 
events and encourage the take-up of the 
cooperative model by new generations. The 
project is now in its final year. 

CoopStarter 2.0 methodology has inspired 
the launch of the Global Cooperative 
Entrepreneurs Programme (GCE) in the 
framework of the ICA-EU partnership 
(coops4dev), building a network of 
cooperative mentors and ambassadors 
worldwide.

Coop4Edu - Inserting the cooperative model 
in university curricula

Coop4Edu project seeks to address the lack 
of inclusion of the cooperative model in the 
curricula of most European universities, 
schools and courses, hindering the growth 



of the cooperative movement as well as 
innovation and employment in communities. 
The project, led by University of Alcalà 
and involving other European universities, 
cooperative enterprises and Cooperatives 
Europe, focuses on the inclusion of learning 
resources and modules in university 
curricula and the mainstreaming of the 
cooperative model in academic research. 

Young European Cooperators Network 

Cooperatives Europe supports the Young 
European Cooperators Network (YECN) 
which launched a national network of 
young cooperators in Denmark in 2018. We 
continue to assist the network in its growth, 
in founding new national networks and 
strengthening the network between young 
cooperators across Europe. 



The cooperative model has proved its 
benefits for international development and 
its ability to foster a sustainable, inclusive, 
and people-centred growth. Thanks to 
Cooperatives Europe’s actions, the role of 
cooperatives as key development actors 
has gained increasing political recognition, 
reinforced in 2016 by a partnership signed 
between the European Commission and the 
regional and global offices of the ICA. This 
partnership, also known as Coops4Dev, 
aims to strengthen the cooperative 
movement’s capacity to advance 
international development. Reinforced by 
the partnership, the Cooperatives Europe 
Development Platform (CEDP) is a key 
actor supporting advocacy, research and 
programming in this topic through its 
regional network expertise. 

International 
development

Key actions

• Cooperatives’ recognition as key civil society actors and valuable development project 
partners was reinforced within the new European Commission’s EU Multiannual Indicative 
Programme (MIP) for the 2018–2020 Thematic Programme “CSOs and Local Authorities.”

• Cooperatives’ policy profile was raised by engaging in the Policy Forum on Development 
(PFD) to discuss Agenda 2030 implementation in EU external policies. By being part of 
the task team, we ensured visibility of cooperatives during the event, but also inserted the 
cooperative perspective in the PFD’s recommendations to EU policy-makers.

• The CEDP members’ skills were strengthened through 3 trainings provided on: EuropeAid 
Calls for proposals; the ILO Accelerate.coop package; and Financial and Social Performance 
Indicators for Microfinance Institutions (Microfact).

• Research alongside all ICA offices was conducted to provide accurate statistical and legal 
data in pilot countries through a Cooperative Statistics Mapping and a Legal Framework 
Analysis. We also published a report on cooperatives and peace with contributions from the 
CEDP. 

• Pilot mentoring programme Global Cooperative Entrepreneurs (GCE) was launched, 
aiming to stimulate youth cooperative entrepreneurship worldwide. Inspired by CoopStarter 
2.0 Erasmus+ project led by Cooperatives Europe, the programme has commenced with a 
training of mentors.
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“Political and institutional actors need 
constructive partnerships with those on 
the ground, and the role of these partner-
ships will be of particular relevance for 
decision-makers, who can look to inter-
national cooperative development as an 
additional strategy for peacebuilding.”

Vice-Chair of the European Parliament’s Commit-
tee on Development (DEVE) - Cooperatives and 
peace research

Stelios Kouloglou



was produced with the active support of the 
Cooperatives Europe Development Platform 
(CEDP).

4.2 European Development 
Days - 2018 

Cooperatives Europe participated in the 2018 
European Development Days, a high-level in-
ternational development forum organised by 
the European Commission. Under the theme 
“Gender equality and women’s empower-
ment,” international development activities 
led by CEDP members were showcased at 
a dedicated stand. Guests from the field 
provided unique insight into the successes 
and challenges of improving women’s lives 
through cooperatives. Examples included 
self-help groups on financial resources for 
women’s economic independence in India, 
and involving women in textile and tourism 
sector in a conflicted area in Colombia. 

4.1 Research: Cooperatives and 
peace 

A thematic report “Cooperatives and Peace: 
Strengthening Democracy, Participation and 
Trust - A Case Study Approach” showcases 
how cooperatives can play a key role in pea-
cebuilding. The report, endorsed by EU repre-
sentatives and CSO actors, presents twenty 
case studies from over fourteen countries, 
covering different types and stages of con-
flicts, as well as key recommendations. It 

A successful brainstorming session was 
also organized on the role of youth for wo-
men’s empowerment within the cooperative 
model with the participation of Young Euro-
pean Cooperators Network. 





As key actors of the Social Economy, 
cooperatives highly contribute to the 
EU’s global wealth and environment like 
any other social economy enterprises. 
However social economy enterprises face 
many challenges, from finance, access 
to markets and visibility. Cooperatives 
Europe advocates to the EU institutions 
to adequately consider our enterprises 
in policy-making to improve the business 
environment in Europe. 

Social economy5
Key actions 

• Cooperatives Europe was appointed as a member of the GECES and as an expert in the 
GECES sub-working group on “Clusters”.

• Advocated for preserving the diversity of Social Economy enterprises in a position paper 
towards the European Parliament on the recommendations for a potential Statute for Social 
and Solidarity based enterprises.

• Acted as a ‘challenger’ during a workshop on social economy and new models of 
collaboration at the European Commission’s conference ‘Creating value together.’ The 
conference was organized in the context of the study ‘Cooperation between social economy 
enterprises and traditional enterprises’. 



The European Commission’s Expert Group 
on Social Economy and Social Enterprise 
(GECES) is composed of 77 members 
from organizations active in the social 
and solidarity economy, Member States 
authorities, International and/or Intergo-
vernmental organizations, EU Institutions 
and candidate countries. Cooperatives 
Europe was nominated as an expert, whi-
ch allows us to provide expertise to the 
Commission when preparing and imple-
menting measures.

What is GECES?



Collaborative economy has seen an 
exponential growth in recent years, 
with platforms catering different goods 
and services to many. Though they put 
underused resources to use and bring 
benefits to communities and generate 
new employment, their centralised nature 
benefits almost exclusively a few big 
players.
 
Cooperatives present a unique opportunity 
to drive a collaborative economy with 
an emphasis on people’s needs and 
community-driven innovation, where 
worker’s rights and democracy come 
before profit. Can this thus be a cooperative 
renaissance in disguise? Starting with 
research in 2017, we are now working on 
bridging the gap between cooperation and 
collaboration through a European project. 

Collaborative economy6 SCC: Sharing, collaboration, cooperation

The SCC project builds partnerships 
between cooperative actors, co-working 
spaces, innovation communities and 
educational institutions. We aim to 
stimulate the emergence of collaborative 
spaces for community-driven innovation, 
and anticipate the transition towards a 
digital society.  In the first phase of the 
project the partners are gathering data on 
collaborative spaces to draft a research 
aimed at identifying the differences among 
existing models of coworking spaces and 
innovation communities to share best 
practices and learn from one another.
The project started in September 2018 
and will end in 2021. It is co-funded by the 
Erasmus+ programme. 





Gender equality is not only a matter of 
values and principles enshrined in the DNA 
of cooperatives, but also one of “smart 
economics”: women’s participation in 
the economy is essential for sustainable 
development and economic growth.  As 
part of our action plan, we are working to 
achieve recognition of cooperatives in the 
European policies on gender equality. 

Gender Equality Working Group

The Gender Equality Working Group, 
coordinated by the Alleanza delle 
Cooperative Italiane (IT), exchanges and 
promotes gender equality actions by 
cooperatives across Europe. It gathers 25 
members from 15 countries and 3 sectoral 
organisations. 

Established at the 2018 Cooperatives 
Europe General Assembly, the group 

Gender equality monitors the latest developments in EU 
policy, works to establish cooperative 
space in the EU We Gate platform, attends 
to the events on the topic at the European 
Parliament and participates to the gender 
equality actions on the global level through 
the ICA Gender Equality Committee. The 
Working Group is dedicated to ensuring 
geographical diversity in its membership. 
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“The world today would be richer by at 
least 25% if women had equal access and 
opportunity to participate in economic life, 
as they do in cooperatives. ”

Former President of the United Nations General 
Assembly - At 2018 Cooperatives Europe General 
Assembly

Mogens Lykketoft



Cooperatives exist to serve their members, 
which is why for Cooperatives Europe 
members are of paramount importance. 
We provide support to their actions and 
initiatives and raise their profile at the 
European level as a united cooperative 
voice.

Board and Presidency 

Over the last year a new strategic working 
programme was developed for 2020-2022 
in the view of the renewal of the European 
Parliament and the European Commission. 
The Board also takes position regarding 
the global action of the ICA, whilst the 
Presidency supports and follows the 
secretariat in the Board’s decisions.

Relation with members

A close relation with members ensures 

Governance thorough knowledge regarding cooperative 
opportunities and challenges in different 
European countries. In 2018 and 2019 we 
participated to a conference in Moscow 
organised by a cooperative universities 
network. We welcomed a delegation of 
Norwegian agri-cooperatives and Finnish 
delegations and Board from Pellervo and 
SOK. Board meetings in Montabaur, Paris 
and Warsaw allowed us to meet local 
cooperatives. 

A common cooperative voice in the EU 

The European Union Coordination 
Committee (EUCC) is led by Cooperatives 
Europe and provides a collective voice 
on European issues. The Committee is 
made up of European sectoral cooperative 
organisations, and national inter-sectoral 
cooperative organisations.

A global movement: the International Co-
operative Alliance

Cooperation on a global level allows the 
European cooperatives’ voice to be heard 
through the numerous initiatives within ICA, 
including having a say on communication, 

8 strategy and membership among other 
topics. Importantly, we are part to the ICA-
EU partnership (#Coops4Dev) management 
meetings. 



Key actions of EUCC

• Expert working groups: energy (lead by Rescoop.eu), GECES (with CECOP) and 
cooperative governance.
• Welcomed guest speakers from the European Commission on digitalisation and 
sustainable corporate governance.
• Provided input on accounting standards.
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