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Dear members and fellow cooperators, 

One year ago, the celebration of the 10th anniversary 
of Cooperatives Europe was an opportunity to present 
what was achieved. Looking back at the past twelve 
months, we saw the seeds that we planted taking root. 
In the current context of a questioned Europe and strong 
economic and social challenges, promoting and defending 
the cooperative as a sustainable business model is 
necessary.

Nevertheless, some central questions arise: is there still 
enough solidarity amongst the 28 Member States? How 
can we revive the European idea to close the gap 
between the EU countries? How can we enter into a 
dialogue with the citizens and give them a feeling of 
unity in a Europe which is addressing their problems and 
offering participation?

Our actions must be based on the following crucial key 
elements:

- Regular exchange with all our members to respond 
to their needs;

- Ensuring a good collaboration and coordination to 
develop a cooperative vision;

- Reflecting the actions undertaken by members and 
be a go-between to facilitate and participate in 
partnerships.

Cooperatives are locally anchored, but at the same time 
they are an actor of innovation in a changing society. This 
is reflected in our actions with prospects in new fields of 
interests for cooperatives and their consolidation. Some 
of our initiatives, for example on collaborative economy 
and cooperative audit, are at an early stage, while others, 
like entrepreneurship, are thriving. 

We are part of the International Cooperative Alliance 
as its European Region. The implementation of the EU 
partnership on development policy is a challenging action, 
but also a wonderful opportunity to put coordinated 
actions for the benefit of the movement into practice.

PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD

4



But what is presented could not have been achieved 
without members’ support: support in providing expertise to 
coordinate Working Groups, support in enabling gathering 
events such as the General Assembly organised with 
Koperattivi Malta, financial support and availability for a 
dedicated governance.

Cooperative enterprises link economic activity and societal 
needs through their members. The men and women who 
own the 130,000 enterprises that Cooperatives Europe 
represents are the strength of the cooperative movement 
and they should be the final beneficiaries of our activities.

I thank all of you for your continuing engagement and I 
am confident in our future achievements.

Cooperatively yours, 

Dirk J. Lehnhoff
President 
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In the name of Cooperatives Europe’s team, I am 
particularly proud to introduce the report of our activities 
of the past year. We continue to act for a Europe where 
cooperatives matter, together with our 86 members from 
different sectors and sizes. 

As we celebrate the 60th Birthday of the Treaties of 
Rome, the European project is facing one of its most 
challenging times regarding economic, social and cultural 
issues. In such climate, the efforts of Cooperatives Europe 
in strengthening the European cooperative movement are 
more important than ever before. 

The chapters in this report will provide you with an 
overview of the concrete work we do every single day to 
promote and advance the cooperative enterprises to put 
people at the heart of Europe.

Advocacy remains one of our major activities on a number 
of topics. Social economy deserves a specific attention, 
while ensuring a level playing field for cooperatives 
is still a key objective.  That is why we continue 
to advocate for the inclusion of plurality of business 
models in different EU policies that impact enterprises, 
but also, with the support of members’ expertise, address 
the challenges regarding regulatory framework that could 
impact cooperative development.

But cooperatives are also about building together. We see 
the first year of implementation of the ICA-EU partnership 
as a major achievement, increasing cooperative knowledge 
in development policy. The solutions that cooperatives 
bring to the EU have a lot of potential as we observe 
from our projects in the field of elderly care and business 
transfers into cooperatives.  

And finally, Cooperatives Europe must be open and active 
on new topics that are the instrument of major changes 
in our society such as collaborative economy. It will 
also pave the way for a new generation of cooperators 
developing their businesses - the young people who we 
faithfully support.

DIRECTOR’S INTRODUCTION
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I would like to thank all Board members, the members 
of our EU Coordination Committee, our Working Groups 
and all who support Cooperatives Europe’s activities, 
not forgetting the young and dedicated team. Their 
involvement is a demonstration of just how much they 
value promotion of cooperatives. 

Enjoy the read,

Agnès Mathis, 
Director
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CONTRIBUTED TO THE RECOGNITION OF COOPERATIVES 
AND SOCIAL ECONOMY BY EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS AND 
MEMBER STATES 

Cooperatives Europe contributed to – through a 
representative – the work of the renewed Expert Group 
on Social Entrepreneurship (GECES) in monitoring the 
progress of the measures mentioned in the Social 
Business Initiative (2011). The outcome of the work was 
drafted into a report which provides recommendations on 
the development of social entrepreneurship and social 
economy. Thanks to Cooperatives Europe’s input and 
expertise, the report dedicates a specific chapter to 
cooperatives regarding their legal framework, calling upon 
the Commission and Member States to stimulate cross-
border operations, which would enable cooperatives to 
expand their activities by using the full potential of the 
Internal Market. During the International Conference on 
Social Economy in Bratislava, 10 Members States signed 
a declaration where they encourage the EU and other 
Members States to implement the recommendation of 
the report. 

As a frequent participant in the Social Economy Intergroup 
meetings at the European Parliament, Cooperatives Europe 
promotes an enabling environment for cooperatives and 
social economy enterprises. Cooperatives Europe is one 
of the members of the Working Group that organised the 
European Forum for Social and Solidarity Economy in 
2016. Involved in the organisation of this event in 2017, 
the main themes will touch upon social and territorial 
cohesion within the EU, including workers’ status, as well 
as youth issues. The year 2016 also marked the 1st 
European Day of Social Economy Enterprises, to which 
we participated to.

Our contribution to a consultation organised by the Greek 
Government on a draft Law on Social and Solidarity 
Economy was an opportunity to coordinate with Cecop 
and Social Economy Europe, where we stressed that any 

ENSURING AN INFLUENTIAL VOICE 
TOWARDS POLICYMAKERS
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Law on Social Economy has to ensure the recognition of 
democratic principles including governance matters.

DEVELOPED A STRONGER COOPERATIVE VOICE TOWARDS 
EUROPEAN POLICYMAKERS

Cooperatives Europe is dedicated to advocate for a 
proper EU regulatory framework for cooperatives, 
particularly regarding taxation for SMEs and accounting 
standards. The EU Coordination Committee (EUCC), which 
has a mandate from Cooperatives Europe’s Board to take 
positions vis-à-vis EU Institutions on transectorial topics, 
helped Cooperatives Europe to take actions and to build 
up a common position from the cooperative sector on 
several topics, such as the conceptual framework for 
financial reporting and on the re-launch of the Common 
Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB). 

We have also contributed to consultations on the long 
term strategy such as the Capital Markets Union mid-
term review, the Start-up Initiative and the evaluation of 
the Youth Policy cooperation in the EU. 

The EUCC had the opportunity to invite external speakers, 
including Vesa Vanhanen, Deputy Head of Unit  – Digitalisation 
of Single Market (DG Grow, European Commission). It also 
established a Working Group on Cooperative Aaudit that 
will monitor the different practices of cooperative auditing 
in EU countries. This will provide valuable insight into 
countries’ commonalities, differences, and the relevance 
of the auditing process to the cooperative values.
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RAISED THE PROFILE OF THE COOPERATIVE DIFFERENCE 
IN SME POLICIES

Cooperatives Europe is a recognised interlocutor regarding 
entrepreneurship and SME policies, especially through its 
investment in the SME Envoy meetings during which we 
called upon the European Institutions to consider the 
plurality of business models which include cooperatives. 
Moreover, we voiced our concerns on the issue of 
access to funding by advocating for alternative sources 
of finances, as well as expanding the possibilities of 
business funding. 

At the European Parliament, Cooperatives Europe is 
an active member of the SME Intergroup where we 
continuously promote the cooperative business model on 
topics such as the draft regulation on geo-blocking. To 
promote cooperatives, we also regularly attend meetings 
and events organised by the European Commission, such 
as the SME Assembly where the Start-up Initiative was 
addressed. Cooperatives Europe sent its input to the 
European Commission to recommend policy actions to 
be put in place in order to support the growth of 
social economy enterprises, including cooperatives, via 
the Start-up Initiative.

We also had the opportunity to present our policy 
priorities to the European Commission (DG Growth) during 
an SBA Follow-up meeting where we advocate for a 
level playing field for cooperatives on topics including 
financing, education, support services, Start-up Initiative 
and business transfers. 

ELEVATED COOPERATIVES’ CONTRIBUTION WITHIN 
COLLABORATIVE ECONOMY

Cooperatives Europe, in collaboration with LAMA 
Development and Cooperation Agency, conducted the first 
EU-wide research on the relation between cooperatives and 
the collaborative economy. The publication “ Cooperative 

PROMOTING COOPERATIVE 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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Platforms in a European Landscape: An Exploratory study” 
was released in September 2016, and presented at the 
International Social Innovation Research Conference in 
Glasgow.

This preliminary research set the ground for the creation 
of a Working Group on Collaborative Economy, involving 
experts from 7 member organisations of Cooperatives 
Europe. Its 2017 priorities are as follows:

- Promote a common vision for the collaborative 
economy, through Cooperatives Europe;

- Advocate for fair and transparent regulations, 
enabling the emergence of a democratic and 
sustainable collaborative economy;

- Stimulate cooperatives’ initiatives in the field of 
collaborative economy, especially by encouraging 
the setting up of platform cooperatives.

PROMOTED DEVELOPMENT OF NEW COOPERATIVES 
THROUGH BUSINESS TRANSFERS

Since April 2016, Cooperatives Europe has been involved 
in the European project TransfertoCOOPS  aiming to 
develop a practical and pragmatic approach to improve 
the environment for transferring businesses into worker 
cooperatives and raise awareness about the cooperative 
benefits. In this framework, Cooperatives Europe drafted 
a report that identifies and assesses existing practices 
for transferring businesses to employees in several EU 
countries. The ambition is to produce a European-adaptable 
output promoting business transfers into worker-owned 
cooperatives no matter the national specificities it will 
encounter. Cooperatives Europe, in coordination with the 
project leader Confederation of Worker Cooperatives in 
France (CGscop), has begun implementing the planned 
actions regarding the EU-wide promotional campaign for 
awareness-raising purposes.
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PROMOTED DEVELOPMENT OF CARE COOPERATIVES
 
Cooperatives Europe pursued its action in the framework 
of the EU-funded project iCareCoops (AAL programme, 
2015-2017), aiming to develop a new way of promoting 
and supporting elderly care cooperatives as a model to 
organize elderly care in an efficient way. In particular, a 
best practices report on care cooperatives was released 
in November 2016, presenting 16 care cooperatives from 
9 European countries, operating in sectors as diverse 
as housing, health and social care. This research was 
presented during the AGE Platform Europe’s Annual 
Conference (Brussels, November 2016).

Cooperatives Europe also participated in the 2016 AAL 
Forum (St Gallen, September), introducing the iCareCoops 
app prototype to an audience of experts and representatives 
of the health sector. Finally, a blog CareCooperatives.eu 
was released, enabling care cooperatives and stakeholders 
to share related news, tools and updates.
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ACHIEVED GLOBAL OUTREACH THROUGH ICA-EU 
PARTNERSHIP

Driven by Cooperatives Europe’s international development 
work over the last decade, the European Commission signed a 
multi-annual Partnership with the International Cooperative 
Alliance (ICA) and its regional offices, Cooperatives 
Europe being the European region. The partnership, titled 
Cooperatives in Development, strengthens cooperative 
development worldwide by enhancing its visibility and 
its capacity to impact development policies as well 
as programmes. It has brought the ICA offices closer 
together through joint reviewing, planning, implementation 
and execution. 

Gathering on two occasions, the 20 staff members from 
different ICA regional offices met for a kick-off meeting 
in June 2016 and for the first annual review of the 
partnership in March 2017. One of the outcomes of the 
project was the official launch of the Global Cooperative 
Development Platform (GCDP) in October 2016 during 
the International Summit of Cooperatives in Quebec. The 
Summit was an opportunity to bring together cooperative 
development organisations active at the international level 
during a common event. This intended to strengthen the 
collaboration between cooperatives and increase visibility 
and knowledge about the role they play in international 
development.

The partnership enhanced the visibility of the cooperative 
model, which Cooperatives Europe contributed to by using 
common communication tools such as the new hashtag 
#coops4dev 🌍  and producing new audio-visual material.

STRENGTHENED THE WORK OF COOPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS 
IN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Cooperatives Europe Development Platform (CEDP), 
an expert group of 9 member organisations active in 
international cooperative development, held 3 meetings led 

SUPPORTING COOPERATIVE INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
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by members. Exchanges centred on CEDP’s involvement 
in the ICA-EU partnership activities, particularly in policy, 
visibility, networking and research, as well as the future 
strengthening of the group, including the possibility of 
applying for joint programs, and using the CEDP Online 
Platform to enhance visibility.

In early 2017 the CEDP launched a research on the 
cooperative development methodologies used by its 
members. Its aim is to study the different approaches 
employed to implement international cooperative 
development projects, and showcase the cooperative 
specificity. The results of this analysis, along with best 
practices, will be highlighted in a report and a toolkit.

ACHIEVED RECOGNITION AND VISIBILITY OF COOPERATIVES 
IN DEVELOPMENT AT EU LEVEL 

Cooperatives Europe participated to the European 
Development Days in Brussels in June 2016 presenting 
cooperative international development initiatives supported 
by the CEDP.

In November 2016, the European Commission, in the 
framework of the new consensus on development, 
released a communication promoting cooperatives as 
means to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth for 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
efforts of Cooperatives Europe were solidified in the 
amendments introduced via the European Parliament, 
providing four additional references to the cooperative 
model. Cooperatives Europe continues its efforts to 
ensure recognition of cooperatives within the final joint 
statement on the new EU development policy. 

A bilateral meeting was also held with a dozen of EU 
Delegations in Brussels, chosen in cooperation with the 
regional offices of the ICA to underline the importance 
of in-country collaboration with our member federations. 17



With 75% of EU development support planned via in-
country programs, building direct relations becomes key 
for cooperatives.

BUILT NEW PARTNERSHIPS WITH CIVIL SOCIETY 
ORGANISATIONS 

In the last year, Cooperatives Europe strongly engaged 
with the Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) platform SDG 
Watch Europe. This network, composed of 91 member 
organisations from diverse CSO sectors, organises joint 
actions at the European level to ensure a comprehensive 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

Joining forces with SDG Watch enabled cooperatives to 
have a stronger voice in EU development policies, and to 
highlight their contribution to the Agenda 2030.
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SUPPORTING YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN 
COOPERATIVES

SUPPORTED DEVELOPMENT OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH 
NETWORK

The European network of young cooperators was 
officially established at the 2016 General Assembly of 
Cooperatives Europe. Its board counts 6 highly motivated 
and creative young cooperators, in charge of coordinating 
an EU-wide network involving 150 individuals from 15 
EU countries. Cooperatives Europe continuously supported 
its development and recognition towards external 
stakeholders. Our Secretariat has especially assisted in 
the organization and follow-up of Board meetings, large-
scale transnational meetings (Brussels, April; Mondragón, 
October), and other regular activities such as designing 
transnational projects. In addition, Cooperatives Europe 
ensures that the youth vision benefits from full and 
transversal recognition. Representatives of the youth 
network are thus invited to participate in frameworks 
such as Cooperatives Europe Board meetings, Working 
Group on Collaborative Economy as well as CoopStarter 
transnational projects.

STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS WITH YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

Cooperatives Europe established direct partnerships with 
youth organisations which are active in the field of 
entrepreneurship and representation. Cooperatives Europe, 
together with youth cooperators, took part to the European 
Youth Event 2016 in Strasbourg in May organised by the 
European Youth Forum. The European network of young 
cooperators acts with the technical assistance from the 
CJDES, a French national network of social and solidarity 
entrepreneurs. This enabled Cooperatives Europe to embed 
its youth -related activities into existing priorities and 
actions.
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DEVELOPED A GLOBAL OUTREACH TOWARDS OTHER 
COOPERATIVE YOUTH NETWORKS

Supporting the European youth network was also achieved 
through the establishment of transnational relations 
with other ICA regions. Cooperatives Europe contributed 
to ensure an active and regular participation from 
European cooperators in the Alliance Youth Network (ICA) 
activities and coordination frameworks. It also encouraged 
transnational solidarity and mutualisation of practices 
through a workshop organised during the International 
Summit of Cooperatives. These exchanges were compiled 
in a publication titled “ Youth for #Coop”.
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FURTHER DEVELOPED INTERACTION WITH MEMBERS  

Member engagement remains at the heart of Cooperatives 
Europe’s communications. Our monthly reports, detailing 
all activities, keep the members updated on the work 
of the organisation and encourage them to actively 
participate in our activities. They are also encouraged to 
communicate their own news and achievements to foster 
an exchange of cooperative practices in Europe. 

WIDENED OUR REACH IN EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

Cooperatives Europe has continued its efforts in 
promoting cooperative enterprises and making its name 
and presence known both to the European Institutions 
and to the general public. Social media took centre 
stage with a focus on new audio-visual mediums and 
innovative tools. Promotion of “ The Power of Cooperation”, 
“ Youth for #Coop” and the latest study on collaborative 
economy resulted in an extensive outreach whilst the 
widely communicated #CoopPriority17 campaign made 
our work plan and topics for 2017 known. Cooperatives 
Europe has also provided strong support to the ICA-EU 
partnership and continued to issue the European network 
of young cooperators’ newsletter. 

STRENGTHENING 
COMMUNICATIONS
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Open discussions and clear decisions in implementing 
member’s requests are the basis of a good governance 
at Cooperatives Europe. Three Board meetings were 
held in 2016 outside Brussels following invitations by 
the members. This was a good opportunity to discover 
the strength of the host organisations. Between these 
meetings, the Presidency met four times ensuring liaison 
with the Board members. 

As a region of the ICA, Cooperatives Europe’s representatives 
participated to the ICA Board meetings together with 
the Director. During the first common meeting, European 
board members of the ICA and the Board members of 
Cooperatives Europe discussed the future strategy for the 
ICA in depth. Finally, during a meeting in Brussels, the 
ICA Regional directors shared concerns and opportunities 
on the best way to lead regional actions for the benefit 
of the whole Alliance. 

On advocacy regarding the European Union, the EU 
Coordination Committee (EUCC) met four times to 
implement the working programme of Cooperatives Europe. 

GOVERNANCE
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Personnel

EXPENDITURE

64,62%

13,00%

9,52%

9,65%

Meetings & 
other

Project 
expenses

External 
services

Travel, 
premises & 

IT

3,21%

Membership 
fees

INCOME

58,23%

25,49%

11,84%

Donations OtherProject
income

4,44%



Membership fees were the main sources of income, 
completed by EU projects and donations. Expenses 
are either fixed costs such as personnel and premises. 
Variable costs are linked to statutory meetings, travel, 
project expenses and external services. Cooperatives 
Europe’s auditors BDO DSFA have approved the account 
as did the European Audit and Control Committee (EACC) 
composed of two financial experts from Sweden and 
Belgium. 

A full report is available along with the complete and 
detailed financial statement 2016 report in a separate 
document for members of Cooperatives Europe and 
annual accounts are published according to the Belgian 
Law on asbl in the Belgian National Bank register.

COOPERATIVES EUROPE’S 
ACCOUNTS
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