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ICA-EU Partnership – A2.2 Research activities 
Job description for Research support provision, 26 April 2019 
 
Activity A2.2 – Legal Framework Analysis 
“Cooperatives in Development – People-centred Businesses in Action” 
 
 
Object of the offer:  
 
Support Cooperatives Europe in the Legal Framework Analysis research (Activity 
A2.2) undertaken in the programme “Cooperatives in Development – People-centered 
Businesses in Action” (also referred to as ‘ICA-EU Partnership’). This research will 
require the support of legal experts contracted at the regional level, to which this offer 
refers.  
 
1. Background information  
 
Cooperatives Europe is the voice of cooperative enterprises in Europe, representing 
84 member organisations from 33 European countries across all business sectors. 
Cooperatives Europe, as a regional office of the ICA, is also a co-signatory of a 
Framework Partnership Agreement signed between the International Cooperative 
Alliance and the European Commission in March 2016, which aims at strengthening 
the cooperative movement and its capacity to promote international development. This 
agreement underpins the ‘Cooperatives in Development’ programme and includes 
knowledge building activities at the global (harmonised) and regional (decentralised) 
level. 
 
The activities planned within the framework of the programme include diverse 
research activities conducted at the global and regional level. The primary activities 
undertaken at the global level include a Legal Framework Analysis (A2.2), which is led 
in a harmonised way by all ICA offices. The overall outputs (deliverables) expected for 
this research are: 
- 4 harmonised regional reports on legal framework analysis, gathered in 1 global 
report (integrated in an online database) 
Within this framework, Cooperatives Europe is in charge of implementing the research 
in Europe, and to oversee the production of the European regional report. 
 
Following the initial conduction of a Pilot Study by all ICA regional offices from April 
2018 to April 2019, which enabled the practical application of the methodological tools 
on a reduced scale, the Legal Framework Analysis will now be implemented on a full-
scale basis, until the end of the programme.  
 
The study on legal frameworks will evaluate jurisdictions and policy regulations 
according to their enablement of cooperative development. The document will present 
recommendations for the next steps in renewing the legal frames and helping to shape 
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the policy agendas in a targeted way in the different regions and countries. 
 
It will evaluate the cooperative legal frame in place with common indicators, delivering 
on a scale of how ‘cooperative-friendly’ the legislation in a country is. The results will 
be displayed in one global report, composed of 4 regional parts. The outcomes will 
also be integrated on an online platform, along with the other cooperative information 
per country. 
 
The ICA and Cooperatives Europe, working on the programme together within a 
Coordination Unit, act as a central focal point to coordinate the research undertaken 
at the global level. Considering that all ICA Regional Offices are involved in the legal 
framework analysis, the research will take place within a harmonised format and 
process. 
   
In this context, Cooperatives Europe is searching for a European regional expert with 
solid legal and research expertise to support the implementation of the legal 
framework analysis research activities in Europe. 
 
2. Assignment details 

 
The subject to this offer is to support Cooperatives Europe in its full-scale 
implementation of the Legal Framework Analysis at the European level, during the 
‘Cooperatives in Development’ programme. The main tasks to be fulfilled will include: 
 
- Guide the selection of national experts in their area, in coordination with the 

Cooperatives Europe research team.  
- Coordinate and oversee the work of the national experts in their area, including by 

reviewing the national questionnaires and reports provided. 
- When relevant, and upon mutual agreement, the regional expert may be asked to 

step in and fulfill the duties of national expert for countries in their area, using the 
common methodology and templates provided by Cooperatives Europe. 

- Write a regional report according to the common template provided by 
Cooperatives Europe, which will include: 

• The overview of the situation in the region. 
• The analysis of any existing supranational framework. 
• Highlights of the national reports of the countries covered. 
• General trends, as well as good or bad practices. 

 
3. Conditions - Schedule and payment 
 
The work will start immediately upon the signature of the contract by both parties. The 
implementation period foreseen within the programme is from 31 May 2019 to 31 
August 2020. 
 
Cooperatives Europe will provide all the necessary information and documents for the 
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success of the work in a timely manner. The staff from Cooperatives Europe will be 
available for questions and consultations by the partner. 
 
The payment of the partner’s services will be done in three installments, at different 
stages of the research process – a first one at the start of the collaboration, a second 
halfway through the process, and a final one after completion of the process and 
provision by the partner of the final documentation requested. 

 
4. To be provided by applicants 
 
The partner is asked to describe their experience and submit by 23 May 2019 a 
detailed offer, including the costs and conditions proposed.  
 
The partner must also commit to respect the timelines pledged by Cooperatives 
Europe within the framework of the ‘Cooperatives in Development’ programme.   
 
 


