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Co-operatives show EU how to make citizens actors in renewable energy 
transition 

On 19 June 2012 Co-operatives Europe, Euro Coop and CECODHAS Housing Europe hosted a 
joint high-level conference in the framework of the EU Sustainable Energy Week in Brussels. 
The objective of the event – “Power to the People: Can citizens lead Europe’s future energy 
strategy?” – was to create lively and in-depth debate on the key question of how citizens can 
guide EU energy policy.  

The organisers presented the case that a people-focused approach can encourage 
collaboration, responsibility and action. As community projects, local co-operatives and resource 
sharing increasingly co-exist alongside national infrastructures, the organisers argued that 
citizens have the potential to lead Europe’s future energy strategy. 

Nikos Chrysogelos, Member of the European Parliament, said, “Energy co-operatives represent 
a sustainable way of producing and distributing energy. In an energy market which is heavily 
dominated by a few, huge players and where suspicion prevails, energy co-operatives can help 
rebuild a trust relationship by involving people in decision making. It is extremely important to 
rebuild the idea of ‘we’. Co-operatives can give a great contribution to this. With its democratic 
governance, the co-operative business model strengthens social integration and cohesion and 
helps mutually beneficial achievement of goals”. 

Pedro Ballesteros from DG Energy of the European Commission stated, “The society of the top-
down decisions, of big corporations telling citizens what to do, is coming to an end. I am 
convinced that the only sustainable solution for the future is a future in which people have more 
power over energy.” 

Angelo Consoli, of the office of Jeremy Rifkin, founder and president of the Foundation on 
Economic Trends, added, “The EU should not rely on huge projects, but instead support local 
co-operatives, which create local growth”. 

According to Dirk Vansintjan, from the Belgian co-operative Ecopower, “renewable energies are 
common goods, which cannot be owned by private citizens like other goods. The EU should put 
citizens and not big companies at the heart of its action and should promote smart citizens 
instead of smart meters”.  

The more than 90 participants heard practical and real-life examples of different co-operative 
experiences, which showed that a community-led approach enables a fair and empowering 
energy transition. 



 

 

 

	  
	  

Notes to the editor: 

Cooperatives Europe is the European region office of the International Co-operative Alliance. 
Its aim is to promote the co-operative business model in Europe by working to satisfy members’ 
needs. Cooperatives Europe brings together 90 co-operative organizations from 34 countries 
and 6 sector organizations: agriculture, banking, insurance, consumers, housing, industry and 
services and pharmacy. The national members of Cooperatives Europe are often associations 
of numerous individual co-operatives in different industries in the country in question. 

In total, Cooperatives Europe members represent 123 million individual member co-operators 
owning 160.000 co-operative enterprises and providing jobs to 5.4 million european citizens. 
This is a true force for economic growth and social change. 

Euro Coop is the European Community of Consumer Co-operatives, whose members are the 
national organisations of consumer co-operatives in 18 European countries. Created in 1957, 
Euro Coop today represents over 4,500 local and regional co-operatives, whose members 
account for more than 30 million consumers across Europe. Consumer co-operatives are 
enterprises owned by consumers, acting mainly in food retail. Their overall turnover amounts to 
more than €74 billion, with 36,000 points of sale and 450,000 employees. Its Secretariat is 
based in Brussels.  

Established in 1988, CECODHAS Housing Europe is the European Federation of Public, 
Cooperative & Social Housing - a network of 45 national and regional federations which 
together gather about 41 400 public, voluntary and cooperative housing providers in 19 
countries. Altogether they manage over 27 million homes, about 12% of existing dwellings in the 
EU. We are funded by membership fees.  The CECODHAS HOUSING EUROPE secretariat, 
based in Brussels since 2000, is responsible for the coordination of the day-to-day running of 
the organisation. It is structured in three main departments; Policy Formulation and Lobbying, 
Communication and Research. 
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