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Thursday, 31st October 2013 
Press Communiqué – for immediate release 

 

Cooperatives – people-centred businesses serving 
international development 

 
On 31st October, Cooperatives Europe, in partnership with ICA Africa, organised the 
workshop “Growing Cooperatives Globally. Cooperatives contributions to international 
development”. The meeting focused on the role of cooperatives in development 
processes and is included among the actions carried out by the Cooperatives Europe 
Development Platform (CEDP) within the ‘Cooperatives in Development’ project, lead by 
Cooperatives Europe and supported by the EU Commission. 
 
With the growing involvement of the private sector in development processes, this 
meeting was an opportunity to cast light on the great assets offered by cooperatives in 
international development. The workshop was a great occasion to recall the impact of 
cooperatives in international development, in particular with regards to the empowerment 
of women and the creation of efficient cooperative networks.  
 
The meeting highlighted the importance of cooperatives as people-centred businesses; as 
they are value-based businesses, cooperatives take into account social concerns, and 
locally rooted approaches benefiting the wider community.  
 
Klaus Niederländer, Director of Cooperatives Europe said: “Networks are about 
partnerships, about people. Cooperative networks are much stronger because they are 
people-driven. This is the main reason we are here today, to highlight the importance of 
working together bringing our regions closer in order to grow cooperative networks, and 
while doing so, contribute to cooperative development”.  
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

 
Notes to the editors  
 
Cooperatives Europe is the European cross-sectoral organization representing 
cooperative enterprises. On behalf of its 90 member organizations from 34 European 
countries across all business sectors it promotes the cooperative business model in 
Europe. Its members represent 123 million individual member cooperators owning 
160,000 cooperative enterprises and providing jobs to 5.4 million European citizens. 
 
ICA Africa is the regional African office of the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA), an 
independent non-governmental organisation that unite, represent and serve co-operatives 
worldwide. ICA Africa promotes and strengthens autonomous and viable co-operatives 
throughout the region by serving as a forum for exchange of experience and a source of 
information on cooperative development, research, and statistics, by providing 
technical assistance for cooperative development; and by collaborating with United 
Nations organisations, and African regional organisations. ICA Africa co-organised this 
workshop with Cooperatives Europe. 

 
'Cooperatives in development' is a project lead by Cooperatives Europe and co-
financed by the European Commission under the Non-State Actors (NSA) grant scheme. 
The project builds upon the activities of the Cooperatives Europe Development Platform, 
an international group of national cooperative federations all over Europe which works on 
issues of development policy and development implementation where and when 
cooperatives are involved. This project aims at enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the CEDP by reinforcing exchanges, coordination tools, and increasing its visibility; and 
at supporting the exchanges within the global cooperative network for an impact-driven, 
coordinated, and sustainable cooperative development approach. 
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