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On the eve of the United Nations International Day of Co-operatives (July 6) organisations are calling for 
an urgent transformation towards a more socially and environmentally friendly energy system.  

Climate Alliance, Cooperatives Europe, Ecopower, Friends of the Earth Europe, and REScoop.eu are 
asking European Union decision makers to pave the way for a clean energy revolution led by citizens. 
Putting communities at the heart of Europe’s energy systems will ensure widespread support for 
renewable energy on the scale needed to combat climate change, they say.  

Klaus Niederlander, director of Co-operatives Europe said: “Europe's citizens are undeniably the key 
driver of the transition to renewable energy sources. While the old fossil and nuclear based industry is 
fighting to turn back the clock, local councils and regions across Europe are more and more embracing 
this energy transition. Co-operatives as well as other local community schemes play a pivotal role in 
mediating between citizens as their members, the authorities as their regulators, and willing utilities to 
achieve the change we need.”  

Susann Scherbarth, climate justice and energy campaigner at Friends of the Earth Europe said:  
“We urgently need to decrease our energy consumption and switch to citizen-controlled renewables if we 
are to avoid devastating climate change. Instead of subsidising fossil fuels we must put this cash into the 
transition to renewables. There is change in the wind.   

Community-owned renewable energy schemes can bring wide ranging benefits. These include increased 
public acceptance for renewables, stronger communities, reduced energy consumption, green jobs and 
reduced CO2 emissions. The groups believe that legally binding targets are the best way to achieve the 
desired increase in community energy across Europe. 
 
The groups also draw attention to the importance of local authorities in facilitating a new energy system 
by teaming up with their citizens and supporting their energy projects.  
 

This year’s UN Day of Co-operatives focuses on the theme, ‘Co-operative enterprise remains strong in 
time of crisis’. It draws attention to the resilience of the co-operative model which can also help to achieve 
the energy transition needed to prevent the climate crisis. 

Alongside Friends of the Earth Europe and Cooperatives Europe, Climate Alliance, Ecopower/ and 
REScoop.eu campaign at local, regional, national and EU level to increase the proportion of renewable 
energy that comes from community energy schemes, where citizens own or participate in the production 
or management of energy, more see: www.rescoop.eu  or www.communitypower.eu   

*** 



For more information please contact: 

Martin Behar, Energy Advocacy Officer, Cooperatives Europe, Tel. +32 2 743 10 33, 
m.behar@coopseurope.coop  

Susann Scherbarth, Community Power project co-ordinator at Friends of the Earth Europe, Tel. +32 2 
893 10 14, susann.scherbarth@foeeurope.org   

Francesca Gater, communications officer at Friends of the Earth Europe, Tel. +32 2 893 10 10 
francesca.gater@foeeurope.org  

*** 

Notes: 

http://www.coopseurope.coop/sites/default/files/Minibriefing%20Power%20to%20the%20People.pdf 

http://www.un.org/en/events/cooperativesday/  

 

         


