
	  

	  

  
 
April 16, 2013 
Press Communiqué – for immediate release 

 

Cooperatives Europe supports EU Commission’s initiative 
on disclosure of non-financial information 
 
 
Cooperatives Europe supports the objective of the proposal as a tool to help enterprises 
wishing to integrate sustainability into their strategies and activities.  
 
Cooperatives Europe underlines that cooperatives have been always informing members, 
citizens and consumers on the impact of their activities. Being socially responsible lies in 
their very nature.   
 
Cooperatives Europe welcome the fact that the scope of the directive takes into account 
the size of companies, targeting larger one. However, as expressed during the 
consultation process organised by the European Commission, environmental and social 
disclosure should not be regulated within the accounting directives.   
 
The use of international or national recognised standards as suggested by the directive 
general principles and indicators would avoid ‘reinventing the wheel’. Nonetheless, when 
determining appropriate indicators, the work undertaken regarding specific sectors or the 
business model, such as the cooperatives, should not be forgotten. 
 
A. Mathis, Cooperatives Europe deputy director, said: « We welcome any initiative 
intended to set up an harmonised framework for environment and social disclosure, but it 
should not be perceived as an end in itself but rather as part of a process for a 
sustainable enterprise development». 
 
 
Notes to the editors  
 
Cooperatives Europe is the European cross-sectoral organization representing 
cooperative enterprises. On behalf of its 90 member organizations from 34 European 
countries across all business sectors it promotes the cooperative business model in 



	  

	  

Europe. Its members represent 123 million individual member cooperators owning 
160,000 cooperative enterprises and providing jobs to 5.4 million European citizens. 
 
A cooperative enterprise is a group of people acting together to meet the common 
needs and aspirations of its members, sharing ownership and making decisions 
democratically. 

 
Cooperative Social Responsibility - Being socially responsible is not just a nice label for 
cooperative businesses, it is fundamental to the cooperative culture. That's why we like 
referring to CSR as Cooperative Social Responsibility. Read Cooperatives Europe's 
leaflet on Co-operative Social Responsibility: 
http://www.coopseurope.coop/sites/default/files/COOPERATIVE%20SOCIAL%20RESPO
NSIBILITY_leaflet_120606.pdf  
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