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Monday, 17th September 2012
Press Communiqué – for immediate release

Cooperatives – people-centred businesses serving
international development
On September 15, a new project lead by Cooperatives Europe started: 'Cooperatives in
development'. The action, which is co-financed by the European Commission under the
Non-State Actors grant scheme, builds upon the activities of the Cooperatives Europe
Development Policy Group (DPG).
The DPG was established by Cooperatives Europe in 2008, driven by its member's
interests in development and cooperation. The group convenes cooperative federations
from Europe on issues of development policy and development implementation where
and when cooperatives are involved.
'Cooperatives in development' will stimulate and strengthen the work of the DPG,
solidifying its identity into the Cooperatives Europe Development Platform (CEDP). The
NSA grant acts as a support for a transition towards a strengthened level of coordination.
The duration of the action is 30 months. 16 partners from 11 countries, including all ICA
offices, will take part in the project

	
  

	
  
Notes to the editors
Cooperatives Europe is the European cross-sectoral organization representing
cooperative enterprises. On behalf of its 90 member organizations from 34 European
countries across all business sectors it promotes the cooperative business model in
Europe. Its members represent 123 million individual member cooperators owning
160,000 cooperative enterprises and providing jobs to 5.4 million European citizens.
'Cooperatives in development' is a project lead by Cooperatives Europe and cofinanced by the European Commission under the Non-State Actors (NSA) grant scheme.
The project builds upon the activities of the Cooperatives Europe Development Platform,
an international group of national cooperative federations all over Europe which works on
issues of development policy and development implementation where and when
cooperatives are involved. This project aims at enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness
of the CEDP by reinforcing exchanges, coordination tools, and increasing its visibility; and
at supporting the exchanges within the global cooperative network for an impact-driven,
coordinated, and sustainable cooperative development approach.
NSA grant is endowed with 385 600 euros to be received by the project in several
installments.
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