Legal Framework Analysis 2.0 — Call for Experts

Background

Cooperatives Europe, the European region of the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), is
implementing the second cycle of the European Legal Framework Analysis (LFA) activity for 2026 -
2028, as part of its regional research activities under the ICA-EU Partnership #coops4dev@
(Workstream 2 "Research and Education", Activity A2.3).

Building on the previous successful cycle (2019-2021), this new phase aims to analyse and review the
national cooperative law to assess the legal enabling environment for cooperative development across
Europe, regardless of sector or size. These analyses will also serve comparative purposes across
countries and continents to strengthen the advocacy work done nationally and regionally by
Cooperatives Europe towards a better recognition of the cooperative business model.

Cooperatives Europe is now seeking to define a pool of qualified legal experts to contribute to this
activity through the drafting of national-level reports.

Based on common legal background and historical cooperative development path, Cooperatives
Europe is also seeking (a) sub-regional expert(s) for two distinct sub-regional comprehensive analyses
for the following sub-regions: 1) Western Balkans and 2) Baltics.

Scope of the Call
This call covers two distinct types of assignments:

1. National-level LFA reports

Individual national reports describing and assessing the legal framework for cooperatives in each of
the following countries:

+ Austria

+ Croatia

+ Czech Republic

+ Iceland

+ Luxembourg

* Romania

+ Slovakia

+ Slovenia

+ lIreland

Applicants may apply to cover one or more countries. Please indicate clearly in your application which
country/countries you would like to cover, ideally with supporting references that prove your
country/ies-specific expertise.
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2. Sub-regional Western Balkans LFA report

A single, consolidated sub-regional report analyzing and comparing the legal frameworks for
cooperatives across the following countries:

+ Albania

+ Bosnia and Herzegovina

+ Kosovo

* Montenegro

* North Macedonia

+ Serbia

3. Sub-regional Baltics LFA report

A single, consolidated sub-regional report analyzing and comparing the legal frameworks for
cooperatives across the following countries:

+ Estonia

+ Latvia

+ Lithuania

Given the sub-regional and comparative nature of the two sub-regional reports, applicants with existing
regional networks or comparative legal research experience across Western Balkans and Baltics
jurisdictions are particularly encouraged to apply. Applications from a team of experts (i.e., one per
country, coordinated by a lead expert) are also welcome.

Irrespective of the country/-ies covered, all reports will be drafted in English.
Profile Sought

We are looking for legal experts, cooperative practitioners with a legal background, or researchers with
a demonstrated interest in cooperative law, who can offer:

+ Solid knowledge of the national (and, for the two sub-regional reports of the Baltics and Western
Balkans, sub-regional) legal and regulatory framework applicable to cooperatives;

+ Familiarity with the cooperative movement and/or the social and solidarity economy in the relevant
country/countries;

+ Strong legal research, analytical, and academic or technical writing skills;

+ Proficiency in English (working language of the reports);

+ Availability to complete the assignment within the schedule and budget indicated below (an ad-hoc
timeline will be convened between Cooperatives Europe and the selected expert when signing the
service contract);

« Prior experience conducting similar legal or policy analyses is an asset, though not a strict
requirement.

Tasks - Selected experts will be expected to:

+ Review the methodological tools provided by Cooperatives Europe, including the concept note,
questionnaire, and reporting guidelines, and propose contextual adaptations where relevant;
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+ Conduct desk research and legal analysis of the cooperative legal framework in the
country/countries concerned, including relevant legislation, regulations, policy documents, and
academic literature;

+ Where relevant and feasible, consult relevant stakeholders or experts to clarify legal provisions or
validate findings (Cooperatives Europe will facilitate contact with its member organisations where
possible and relevant);

+ Draft the national (or sub-regional) LFA report in accordance with the structure and questions set
out in the methodological questionnaire;

+ Revise the draft report based on feedback from Cooperatives Europe and relevant project partners
and submit a final version suitable for publication.

Note: the expert is not responsible for the report layout. Final design and publication will be arranged and
managed by Cooperatives Europe.

Structure of the LFA National Report

The national (and sub-regional) reports will follow the structure of the LFA methodological
guestionnaire, summarized below:

Part Focus Sections covered (non-exhaustive)
Part | Outline of the national cooperative | 1. Sources and general features
legislation 2. Definition and objectives of

cooperatives

3. Establishment, membership and
governance

4. Financial structure

5. External control

6. Cooperation among cooperatives

7. Taxation
Part Il Measuring the “Supportive 1. Identification of legal obstacles;
Environment” for the development 2. Completion of the Supportive
of cooperatives Cooperative Legal Framework
Index;

3. Comparison with relevant

international and regional
instruments
Part Il Recommendations for the 1. Proposed legislative changes;
improvement of the national legal 2. relevant case law and
framework jurisprudence, where applicable
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Please note that the questionnaire provided as a methodological blueprint for the national and sub-
regional reports includes certain "optional” questions and sections. The summary above should therefore
be understood as an approximation of the final report structure, which will be co-defined through open
discussion and exchange with the selected expert(s). Cooperatives Europe will take into account emerging
needs and constraints arising during the implementation of the Legal Framework Analysis at national and
subregional level, reserving the right to update the contract where needed and in agreement with the
selected expert(s).

Indicative Deliverables and Timeline

The table below reflects the indicative timeline used for national-level assignments during the first
phase of the LFA Activity, expressed in working days (WD). Timelines for the two sub-regional reports
(Baltics and Western Balkans) will be adjusted proportionally to its broader scope and will be confirmed
with the selected expert(s).

Deliverable Description Est. time Deadline
Preliminary Review of methodological tools and desk research on | ~1 WD TBC
work the national cooperative legal framework
Draft LFA | Submission of a first draft report, structured around | ~1.5 WD TBC
report the methodological questionnaire, in English
Final report Incorporation of feedback from Cooperatives Europe | ~0.5 WD TBC

and relevant partners, and submission of the final

report

Note: exact deadlines and the total number of working days will be confirmed with each selected expert(s)
and reflected in the individual service contract.

Remuneration

National-level reports are indicatively remunerated at a rate of €500 per working day, for an estimated
total of 3 working days per country (i.e., up to €1500 per national report, all taxes included), in line with
EU budget regulations under #coops4dev@.

The remuneration for the two sub-regional reports (Baltics and Western Balkans) will be calculated
proportionally to its broader scope (6 countries) and confirmed with the selected expert(s) or team
ahead of contracting.

Payments are made in two instalments: 60% upon completion of the preliminary work and draft report,
and 40% upon submission and validation of the final report.

How to Apply

Interested candidates are invited to submit the following documents in English:
+ An up-to-date CV, highlighting relevant legal, research, or cooperative-sector experience;
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+ A short cover letter (max. 1 page), indicating the country/countries or the Western Balkans report
they intend to cover, the motivation and relevant expertise;

+ Contact details of one or two professional references, where available;

« A detailed work plan with proposed timeline

+ A financial offer indicating the applicant's proposed daily fee, within the maximum cap of €500 per
working day.

Applications should be sent to p.rosatelli@coopseurope.coop and a.vallone@coopseurope.coop by 4th
September 2026. Please indicate "LFA Expert Application — [Country / Western Balkans / Baltics] - [First
Name and Last Name]" in the subject line.
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis, and shortlisted candidates may be invited for a short
interview or exchange prior to selection.

For any questions regarding this call please contact p.rosatelli@coopseurope.coop;
a.vallone@coopseurope.coop;

About Cooperatives Europe

Cooperatives Europe (CE) is the European region of the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), the
apex body representing cooperatives worldwide. Established in 2006, it is the voice of cooperative
enterprises in Europe, committed to promoting the cooperative business model in the region. As of
2023, Cooperatives Europe counts 72 member organisations from 32 European countries across all
business sectors. Its members include European sectoral organisations, national cooperative
representative organisations, individual cooperative enterprises, and national sectoral organisations.
These represent 163 million individual member cooperators owning 250.000 co-operative enterprises,
and providing jobs to 5.4 million European citizens, evidence of the role of cooperatives as a force for
economic growth and social change. The regional office is based in Brussels, also given the proximity
to the European Union.

About the ICA-EU Partnership (#coops4dev@®, 2024-2028)

#coops4dev@ is an international development partnership signed between the International
Cooperative Alliance (ICA) and the European Commission to highlight the cooperative contribution to
the UN Agenda2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The ICA-EU partnership is built
around activities focused on increasing visibility, enhancing advocacy, sharing capacity building, and
supporting all these with evidence from exhaustive research. Acting as partners, the regional and global
offices of the ICA are driving the actions, in collaboration with members, civil society organisations,
international institutions and the EU. As co-applicant of the partnership, Cooperatives Europe is
committed to building a multi-stakeholder cooperative dialogue through capacity-building, research
and advocacy activities in the enlarged Europe.
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